
 

The Newsletter of the British  
Potato Trade Association 

Welcome ... 

 

… to this the first issue of my 

Presidency of Potato Trade 

Topics — the irregular           

e-newsletter for members of 

the British Potato Trade  

Association! 

It is an honour and privilege 

to serve as President of BPTA 

for the next 2 years. I want 

to mark my Presidency with 

greater collaboration be-

tween the various potato 

representative organisations 

in the UK.  

We have common ground 

on just about every chal-

lenge and opportunity faced 

by the UK potato industry 

and the effect of working 

together, harnessing our 

respective strengths, is 

greater than the sum of our 

individual efforts.  

An article on progress with 

this key initiative follows 

below.  

Your feedback on this and 

on any other issue of inter-

est to you would be most 

welcome. I hope you find 

something of relevance to 

you in this issue of           

Potato Trade Topics. Please 
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Inside this issue: 

Your Association is fostering 

closer links with other     

potato industry organisa-

tions in the UK.  

Over recent years we have 

found that there is much of 

common interest and it is 

rare that we have divergent 

views on key topics. It is 

clear that there would be 

mutual benefit in closer 

working relationships and in 

presenting a united front to 

government both national 

and European. 

To this end we are delighted 

to announce that the AHDB 

Potato Council has become 

an associate member of the 

BPTA and its Head of Seed 

and Export, Robert Burns 

has been co-opted as a 

member of the BPTA Coun-

cil. Robert’s attendance at 

BPTA Council meetings will 

enable real time liaison on 

important and topical issues 

such as Russian Market   

Access and other export 

opportunities and difficul-

ties. Robert’s profile is includ-

ed on page 3 of this News-

letter.  

In addition to this we      

continue to work with 

AHDB Potato Council 

through representation of 

BPTA Council members on 

the AHDB Potato Council‘s 

various committees. 

Also new to the ranks of 

associate membership of 

BPTA is NFU Scotland. BPTA 

has reciprocated by taking 

out NFUS Professional  

membership. We will be 

working with NFUS to    

further develop our relation-

ship perhaps with BPTA 

observing at meetings of 

NFUS Potato Committee 

with reciprocation at BPTA 

Council meetings. 

We already have close    

liaison with NFU for England 

and Wales through BPTA 

Council member John    

Addams-Williams who also 

sits on the NFU Potato    

Forum. We will continue to 

examine ways in which we 

can further cement our    

relationship.  

Last but not least BPTA and 

the Pre-Basic Growers’ Asso-

ciation have reciprocated 

associate membership. 

We continue to make over-

tures towards the Fresh  

Potato Suppliers’ Associa-

t ion.  We see c lear            

advantages for its members 

in having representation via 

BPTA on Europatat’s Packers 

Commission.  

contact the BPTA Secretariat 

with your thoughts. 

with your thoughts..  

UK Potato Representative Organisations - Better Together  

Highlights: 

 

 Working together for a  

better potato industry 

 Continuity and change     

in Brussels 

 Introducing Rob and Jon 

 Activity Alert! 

 Strange but true!  
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There is change and continuity to    

report at Europatat. The change is a 

significant one. Raquel Izquierdo de 

Santiago has replaced Frédéric         

Rosseneu as Secretary General of the 

association.  Frédéric has left his posi-

tion after 4 years in order to return to a 

more operational environment in the 

fresh produce sector. 

Raquel has extensive experience in  

European affairs and was previously the 

Food Law, Nutrition and Health Direc-

tor at Freshfel (the European Fresh  

Produce Association) and the Deputy 

Secretary General for the World Apple 

& Pear Association. She holds a Law 

Degree from the University of            

Salamanca in Spain, where she is      

originally from, and a Masters Degree in 

European Legal Studies from the      

University of Leeds in the UK. BPTA has 

written to both Frédéric and Raquel to 

thank and welcome respectively. We 

hope that Raquel will be able to visit the 

UK soon. 

The continuity is provided by the re-

election for a second 2 year term of the 

chairs of the 6 Europatat Commissions 

including our own Colin Herron as 

Chairman of the Technical and Regula-

tory affairs Commission. The full list of 

Commissions and their chairs are: 

Seed potatoes: 
Jan van Hoogen(Agrico)  
Early potatoes:  
Giulio Romagnoli 
(Fruitimprese/Romagnoli)  
Ware potatoes:  
Ferdi Buffen (DKHV/Weuthen)  
Packers: 
Peter Van Steenkiste 
(Belgapom/Warnez NV)  
Technical & Regulatory issues: 
Colin Herron (BPTA)  
RUCIP: 
Eric Bargy (Fedepom) 
 

As usual there will be meetings of all 

6 Europatat Commissions at the 2015     

Europatat Congress. This year’s con-

gress under the strapline of “Potato Mar-

ket - A creative approach” is jointly host-

ed with Deutscher Kartoffelhan-

delsverband (DKHV) the German Potato 

Trading Association and takes place 

in Düsseldorf (Germany) from 7 to 9th 

May 2015.   

Registrations for the event are now 

open! More details are available here. 

Europatat is participating in a Potato 

Policy Event at the European Parliament 

on a date still to be announced. The 

event is being organized in conjunction 

with EUPPA and Copa Cogeca and is a 

follow up to an event that took place in 

September last year. This is a great   

opportunity to lobby MEPs on critical 

issues impacting on the potato industry. 

At the time of going to press a decision 

on how best to use this occasion is still 

to be taken, but promotion, nutrition & 

health, and sustainability are being con-

sidered. BPTA, along with others repre-

sented in the Europatat Commissions, 

has made a strong plea for including 

measures to address the sharp fall in 

potato consumption across Europe and 

we are hopeful that this will be promi-

nent.  

Europatat News 

Bob Doig - recipient of The Haigh Trophy 2014 
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Robert (Bob) Doig is the latest to receive 

the award of the Haigh Trophy. The 

Haigh Trophy was gifted to the Nation-

al Association of Seed Potato Merchants 

by C M Haigh who was President of 

NASPM 1947-48 with the intention that 

it be presented annually to that person 

who shall be adjudged to have ren-

dered outstanding meritorious service 

to the seed potato trade in general and 

to the Association in particular.  

Bob has been involved and pro-active in 

the potato industry spanning 6 dec-

ades. He is renowned for promoting a 

sustainable, people based potato indus-

try that is grown by forging lasting  

relationships with both suppliers and 

customers at every level. He has impact-

ed on the potato industry at every level 

from breeding and variety development 

as a member of the Caithness group of 

companies, through the championing 

of Scottish seed potatoes to liaison with 

multiple retailers. On a political level he 

was instrumental in advocating the 

move from the former Potato Marketing 

Board towards a body much more   

suited to today’s industry. As such he 

has had considerable influence on the 

industry as we know it today. He served 

on the Council of the Scottish Potato 

Trade Association and served as its  

President during 1991-94. He still plays 

an active role in the business  he found-

ed (Robert Doig Ltd) along with his 

wife, Zella, and his son Robert, who 

manages the business today. 

Bob Doig  with  

the Haigh Trophy 

Raquel Izquierdo de Santiago  

http://www.europatat.eu/documents/20150202_-_Europatat_Congress_2015.pdf


 

BPTA Educational & Entertainment Activities in 2015 

on overseas trade events, export activi-

ties and also plant health issues. Recent 

export missions he has led for Potato 

Council include Cuba, Vietnam, Indone-

sia, Israel and Egypt. He attends both 

Fruit Logistica in Berlin and also Potato 

Europe, where he can be found on the 

stand. He is based in the Potato Council 

Edinburgh office at Ingliston and lives in 

Granton. Interests away from work  

include travel, SCUBA diving, running 

and looking after his salt water aquari-

um and poison arrow frog terrarium. 

Robert Burns has been for the last 

3 years the Head of Seed and Export at 

AHDB Potato Council, looking after 

export market development and sup-

port and seed supply chain issues. Previ-

ously he worked in Scottish Govern-

ment initially developing diagnostic 

systems for potato virus detection and 

more recently as a Science Advisor in 

RERAD (RESAS) and Export Liaison   

Officer at SASA. In his Potato Council 

role he still works closely with SASA staff 

Jon Rooke is supply chain manager for 

HZPC UK. Jon was brought up on the 

family farm in North Yorkshire. He went 

to Harper Adams to study Agriculture 

with crop management in 2003.  

Once qualified he started at Greenvale 

AP at Tern Hill in 2007 as a graduate 

and soon moved into managing their 

Own Growing operation in the West. 

After 6 years he moved back to        

Yorkshire and now manages HZPC’s UK 

seed growers. 

Jon lives in Kirkbymoorside with his  

w i f e  C h a r l o t t e ,  w h o  m a k e s                

w e d d i n g  c a k e s  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y 

(www.applecharlotte.co.uk) and his son 

Herbert (9 months). In his spare time he 

enjoys shooting and playing cricket. 

 

Who’s new on Council  

Page 3  

BPTA Council considers its Educational 

and Entertainment activities to be a 

critical component of its raison d'être. It 

is part of the fabric of the association 

and arguably the cement that holds us 

together. It is disappointing therefore 

that for many members it does not 

seem to register. 

The late cancellation of the 2014      

Annual Dinner & Dance was perhaps a     

casualty of this apparent membership 

apathy compounded by what is a    

challenging time for the industry. None-

theless your Council believes that there 

should be a slot in the calendar for an 

event that is the focal point for the UK 

potato trade - an opportunity to meet 

together to celebrate success and    

honour individuals who have made an 

outstanding contribution to our       

industry and association in particular. 

With this in mind we are planning to 

canvass membership views on what 

form our events should take in the   

future. Look out for a questionnaire 

which will follow shortly. 

In the meantime we are proceeding 

with our planned programme. On the 

educational front we are discussing 

with SASA its hosting of a 2 day Grow-

ing Crop Classification Training Course 

this summer and a 2 day Tuber Training 

Course this autumn. The best student 

attending both courses will be awarded 

The Tom Dixon Memorial Trophy,  

We are conscious of the need to have in 

the UK trained RUCIP arbitrators and 

expert assessors and we plan to        

organise a 2 day training event in     

central/south England this year. 

Our AGM takes place at SASA,           

Edinburgh on Wednesday, 1st July 

2015 and John Speirs of the Scottish 

Government will deliver a presentation 

on proposals to change EU Plant Health 

legislation. 

For the sporting amongst you we will 

Jon Rooke 

Rob Burns 

have fishing, golf and curling. The BPTA 

Fishing Competition is again at Rutland 

Water on a date still to be decided.  

The BPTA Golf Competition takes place 

at Blairgowrie Golf Club on Wednesday, 

12th August 2015 (the day before the 

Potato Council’s Potatoes in Practice 

(PiP) event at Dundee). We also plan to 

host an Industry Dinner that evening at 

a hotel close to PiP.  

Last but far from least is the BPTA      

Curling Competition  which  as usual 

takes place in November and the follow-

ing February at Murrayfield,  Edinburgh 

and Perth respectively.  

Your Council is loathe to abandon its 

long-standing Annual Dinner & Dance 

but will have regard to the views of the 

membership before committing. 

http://www.applecharlotte.co.uk


 

many years. When relations were some-

what restored in the 1990s it became 

apparent that there had been lying in a 

District Court in Argentina a civil claim 

for damages against the exporting com-

panies and the Potato Marketing Board. 

The claim was valued in the millions of 

£s because of consequential losses and 

the extraordinary runaway inflation 

suffered in Argentina during the years 

since the fateful shipment. 

Moreover the exporting companies had 

long since ceased trading and the    

Potato Marketing Board had also by this 

time been wound up and replaced by 

the (British) Potato Council. As a result 

the Plaintiffs in Buenos Aries had HM 

Government in their sights. 

By this time more than 20 years had 

elapsed since the dispute arose and no 

one in the UK Government had any 

firsthand knowledge of the episode. Old 

dog-eared files were unearthed from 

the depths of some dusty storeroom 

and advice prepared for Ministers and 

senior Foreign Office officials.  

This is a strange but true story involving 

UK seed potatoes, battleships and inter-

national litigation!  

In the late 1970s a merchant ship left 

these shores en route to Buenos Aries 

the capital of Argentina. The cargo  

included Scottish and Northern Irish 

seed potatoes destined for planting by 

potato farmers in that Latin American 

country. The ship was unrefrigerated 

and spend many a day traversing the 

Atlantic Ocean. Needless to say when 

the seed arrived it was not in prime con-

dition. The consignment was rejected 

by the local plant health authority. 

The local potato farmers were up in 

arms. They had put all their potatoes in 

one basket so to speak and were left 

with nothing to plant that season. There 

was much angst all round which the 

then Potato Marketing Board tried to 

defuse by sending a free shipment of 

seed the following season. 

Matters were interrupted by the out-

break of the Falklands War in 1982 

when normal diplomatic relations be-

tween the UK and Argentina ceased for 

As is usual in litigation everything 

hinged on fine legal arguments. Law-

yers appointed by the British Embassy in 

Buenos Aries were of the view that it 

was against Argentina Law for a District 

Court to call a foreign government to 

account. The matter appeared to quietly 

disappear only to resurface again a few 

years later.  

Once again the story was regurgitated 

and new eyes scanned the yellowing 

papers and fresh minds were applied to 

resolving the dispute. Once again con-

sidered opinion was that there was no 

scope for HM Government to be sued 

over a few tonnes of substandard seed 

potatoes.  

However, if stories are to be believed, 

that did not stop the MoD hastily divert-

ing to a port in another country a Royal 

Navy ship which was due to pay a 

goodwill visit to Buenos Aries. The fear 

was that there might have been an  

attempt by the District Court in         

Argentina to impound the vessel pend-

ing payment of the perceived damages. 

Had that happened a hot war might 

have resumed over what were very cold 

potatoes! 

Cold war ………. Hot potatoes! 

Charlie Greenslade 

BPTA Secretary 

The British Potato Trade Association (BPTA) was created 

from the merger of the National Association of Seed    

Potato Merchants (NASPM) and the Scottish Potato Trade 

Association (SPTA) in July 2006. This union has resulted in 

an Association with the widest UK potato industry       

representation possible. 

The bulk of the tonnage of seed potatoes traded in Great 

Britain for both the home and export markets (between 

250,000 & 300,000 tonnes annually) is handled by the 120 

members of the new Association. This gives the            

Association greater negotiating power on behalf of its 

members. The BPTA covers all aspects of potato produc-

tion and sales, both at home and for the export trade.
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Visit and like the BPTA on Facebook  

The BPTA Office is open Mon-Thurs between the hours of 8.30am & 1.30pm 
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Be Part of The Association 

Hello. I am Charlie Greenslade, Secretary of the British Potato Trade Association. If you have any questions about the 

Association or your membership then please do not hesitate to contact me at the times and address noted above.  
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