
 

The Newsletter of the British  
Potato Trade Association 

Welcome ... 

 

… to this the latest issue of 

Potato Trade Topics — the 

new irregular e-newsletter 

for members of the British 

Potato Trade Association! 

This is the last e-newsletter 

of my Presidency! I can’t 

believe that my 2 year stint 

will end at the AGM on 

1st July.  Time has passed so 

quickly! I have enjoyed be-

ing your President and I will 

continue to offer my service  

to the Association as a 

Council member and chair 

of the Finance and Member-

ship Committee.  

Russ Kelsey of Agrico UK Ltd 

will assume the Presidency 

at the AGM at Boston. So 

make a point of attending 

and give him a warm wel-

come! You can apply for 

attendance here.  

I hope you find articles of 

interest in this latest issue of 

Potato Trade Topics. If you 

have any feedback you 

would like to share then 

contact the BPTA Secretari-

at.  

The BPTA is your Associa-

tion so why not make full 
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Inside this issue: 

BPTA members now have a 

choice of BPTA Legal Advice 

Lines. We have teamed up 

with Thorntons Solicitors to 

provide an alternative to the 

helpline that has been oper-

ated by Roythornes Solicitors 

since August 2011. 

Thorntons is Scotland’s larg-

est full service law firm and is 

recognised as one of the 

leaders in the field of Rural & 

Agricultural Law in Scotland.  

If you wish to make use of 

the Thorntons Legal Help-

line then phone 01382 

229111 and ask for John 

Kydd or Lauren Rae who will 

deal with your problem. 

Alternatively, you can send 

an email to jkydd@thorntons

-law.co.uk or lrae@thorntons

-law.co.uk and leave a brief 

note of your problem with 

your contact details and 

someone will ring you back.  

Of course, if you prefer, 

members may continue to 

use the BPTA Legal Advice 

Line provided by Roythornes 

Solicitors by telephoning 

01775 842557 or alterna-

tively e-mail lauragreg-

son@roythornes.co.uk. 

The advice lines offer up to 

30 minutes of free tele-

phone advice and are open 

9am-5pm Monday to Friday 

(excluding bank holidays).  

 

use of it. I hope to see you at 

some of our upcoming 

events. 

BPTA Legal Helpline - Mark II (01382 229111) 

Highlights: 

 

 Legal Helpline take 2 

 Brussels Briefing 

 Hello Goodbye 

 Past Presidency Profiles 

 What’s coming up! 

 Archibald Findlay:         

Pioneer Potato Breeder 
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Your President and Association Secre-

tary represented BPTA at  the Europatat 

Congress 2014 in Brussels on 22nd -

23rd May 2014.  The first day was taken 

up with meetings of 5 of the  Europatat 

Commissions (committees) - Seed, Ware, 

Technical & Regulatory Issues and a 

joint meeting of the Early Potatoes and 

Packers Commissions. The RUCIP Com-

mission did not meet at the event.  

The Seed Commission heard from Henk 

van de Haar of NAK who spoke about 

the impact on the potato industry of the 

new EU Seed Potato Marketing Direc-

tives. Henk along with John Kerr of 

SASA sat on the Experts Working Group 

that developed proposals for the har-

monization of seed potato grades 

across the European Union.  

It was disappointing to hear that these 

so called Union Grades would, accord-

ing to the opinion of EU Legal Services 

be voluntary until the Directive is re-

placed by binding regulations flowing 

from the all embracing Plant Reproduc-

tive Material proposals that are currently 

stalled in Brussels.  

Moreover if a member state adopts the 

Union Grades it may not legally operate 

higher standards.  

It would seem that these unforeseen 

outcomes have delayed the UK authori-

ties from publishing its proposals for 

implementation  in this country. 

The Seed Commission bemoaned the 

continuation of market access problems 

affecting potato exports to Russia and 

its Eurasian Economic Community Cus-

toms Union partners, Belarus and Ka-

zakhstan. Although bilateral negotia-

tions had seen individual countries 

(Finland, The Netherlands, Germany, 

Poland and France) receive one-off ex-

ceptions  for seed potatoes the ban re-

mains in place. There was consensus 

that Europatat should lobby the Euro-

pean Commission to re-engage with 

Russian to attempt resolution well be-

fore the advent of the 2015 season. 

One positive development that may 

help resolve this issue is that the Russian 

Potato Union has become a member of 

Europatat. 

The joint meeting of the Early Potatoes 

and Packers Commissions enjoyed a 

presentation by Kate Cox, Marketing 

Manager at the Potato Council in which 

she reprised the ongoing work on Con-

sumer signposting at point of sale and 

on retail packs. Kate explained that 

3 major UK retailers were participating 

and she was hopeful that others would 

also join. The initiative focused on    

selected varieties e.g. Maris Piper  and 

uses ‘fluffy’, ‘smooth’ and ‘salad’ de-

scriptors in a colour-coded format. Initial 

results point to a 5% increase in sales as 

a direct  consequence of the campaign. 

Other presentations by Karst Weening 

of NAO provided the results of consum-

er research in The Netherlands on how 

different categories of people viewed 

fresh potatoes and by Christophe Mallet 

of Fedepom who explained a French 

promotion campaign designed to en-

hance the image of potato and target-

ing 25-49 year olds & children. 

The General Assembly of Europatat on 

the Friday morning provided a review 

of the activities of Europatat in the last 

year and approved membership contri-

butions and budget going forward. 

Kees van Arendonk (President) Thomas 

Herkenrath and Jos Muyshondt were 

elected unopposed to the Europatat 

Board for a further 2 year term until 

2016. It was announced that the 2015 

Europatat Congress would take place in 

Dusseldorf, Germany on 6-8th May 

2015. 

The Congress Plenary Session contained 

presentations from Eric Proudelet, Direc-

tor for Food Safety at the EU Commis-

sion on the work of DG SANCO, Joeri 

Van den Bergh of Insites Consulting on 

‘How Cool Brands Stay Hot. Branding to 

Generation Y’ and by Virginie Pernin of 

GIRA Foodservice on ‘Trends in the Eu-

ropean Foodservice market’. 

 

Farewell to:  

 

Norman Bradley Ltd of Spilsby from 1st July 2014 

Eimskip UK Ltd of Immingham from 1st July 2014 

H J Lea-Oakes Ltd of Nantwich from 1st July 2013 

NI Seed Potatoes Ltd of Co. Londonderry from 1st July 2013 

Taypack Potatoes Ltd of Inchture from 1st July 2013 

Paul Thomson Potatoes (Scotland) Ltd of Forfar from 1st July 2013 

Richard Wade Potatoes of Wisbech from 1st July 2013 

Welcome to:  

 

Coggon Brothers of Scunthorpe 

Countrywide Produce Ltd of Warmington 

East Suffolk Produce Ltd of Ipswich 

Emerald Produce Ltd of Lincoln 

Garden of Elveden Ltd of Thetford 

Goughs Farm Produce Ltd of Birmingham 

Manterra Ltd of York 

Mylnefield Research Services Ltd of Dundee 

Raleigh Seeds Ltd of Market Rasen 

 

Report on the Europatat Congress: 22nd-23rd May 2014 

Welcome and farewell to BPTA Members 
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BPTA Educational & Entertainment Activities in 2014 

ager for Greenvale AP, who purchased 

Pattullo Higgs in 1997.  

His significant Presidency achievements 

include the 2012 rewrite of BPTA Condi-

tions for the Purchase & Sale of Seed 

Potatoes - which involved intense nego-

tiations with NFU and NFU Mutual and 

the rewrite of our Arbitration Rules.  

Gerard has 4 children and devotes 

much of his spare time to working with 

youngsters as an active member of the 

Scout movement. 

Gerard Croft (Past President 2010-2012) 

was instrumental in the merger of 

NASPM and SPTA to form BPTA in 2006. 

A Council member of NASPM since his 

co-option in 1998 during which time he 

sat on and latterly chaired the Seed 

Regulations Committee, a role that was 

continued for BPTA.  

He started in the Seed Potato business 

in 1982 working for Pattullo Higgs as a 

trainee sales person. Now a seed man-

Colin Herron (Past President 2008-2010)       

is General Manager of McCain Foods 

(GB) Ltd based at Pugeston, Montrose. 

Previously on the Council of SPTA, Colin 

succeeded John Bell (IPM Potato Group 

Ltd)  as the second President of BPTA  

and immediately set about raising the 

profile of the new organization both at 

home and abroad.  

Colin championed the BPTA’s member-

ship of Europatat our European umbrel-

la organization and spear-headed the 

BPTA’s hosting of Europatat’s prestige 

annual Congress in Edinburgh in May 

2010 when the new constitution for the 

European potato trade organization 

was ratified. 

Colin remains active in Europatat affairs 

through his chairing of its Technical & 

Regulatory Issues Commission. 

Colin is married with two children and 

likes to keep himself fit by running and 

cycling. 

Who’s who on Council - Past President’s Gallery 
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First off the blocks this year on 4th June  

2014 is the BPTA Fishing Competition 

which is once again being hosted at 

Rutland Water. There is still time to par-

ticipate - go to flyer here. 

Following the cancellation of the 2013 

Tuber training course due to insufficient 

interest from BPTA members, we are 

canvassing the extent of interest in 

BPTA hosting a 1-day refresher Grow-

ing Crop and Tuber training courses at 

SASA, Edinburgh in late June/early July 

2014 (growing crop) and November 

2014 (tuber). If you are interested in 

attending please email BPTA Secretariat. 

The BPTA Golf Competition 2014 is be-

ing held in conjunction with the BPTA 

AGM at Boston West Golf Club, Boston, 

Lincolnshire on Tuesday, 1st July 2014. 

Caroline Evans of the Potato Council 

will address the AGM. Why not invite a 

guest to the golf? Go to flyer here.  

The BPTA plans, in conjunction with 

Thorntons Solicitors, to hold a Member-

ship Legal Seminar on Tuesday, 30th 

September 2014 in Dundee. This semi-

nar will complement the one held at 

Roythornes on 4th September 2013 and 

will cover why you should use BPTA 

Conditions, why and how you should 

incorporate the conditions into your 

contracts and will touch upon the new 

arbitration rules. This is the first such 

seminar to be held in Scotland and with 

Colin Herron 

Gerard Croft 

our new Scottish legal partner. More 

details will follow but in the meantime 

get the date in your diary! 

Have you ever thought of trying The 

Roaring Game? The BPTA Curling Com-

petition takes place on Tuesday 11th 

November 2014 at Murrayfield,  Edin-

burgh and on Friday 27th February 

2015  at Perth. Both Spiels take place 

between 3-5pm. Teams of 4 curlers are 

required. Please email BPTA Secretariat 

if you wish to enter a team. 

All these events are a great opportunity 

to network with other BPTA members! 
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potato, the Victoria was the greatest gift 

ever bestowed on the human race.” 

Findlay’s  reputation grew initially with 

local farmers, but soon spread through-

out the country. His new varieties were 

keenly sought after. The glebe lands 

were not sufficient for all his stocks so 

he purchased Mairsland Farm, Auchter-

muchty and used “the old factory” one 

time linen mill as his seed potato ware-

house for his many thousands of seed-

lings. At the height of the boom in 1904 

he bred a variety, Eldorado. A four 

ounce tuber sold in Cupar for £30, the 

equivalent of tens of thousands of 

pounds today!  

There were no plant royalties then so 

his money was made on the first sale 

only. In an attempt to remedy this he 

purchased Langholme Farm, near Hax-

ey in North Lincolnshire so he would be 

on the doorstep of his market. However 

his variety Eldorado was already on the 

market under another name and his 

fields flooded in two consecutive years. 

To many people the Fife village of Auch-

termuchty is synonymous with the 

name Finlay through it being the loca-

tion for the 1990s TV drama “Dr Finlay”.  

Fewer people associate the village with 

the similarly surnamed Archibald 

Findlay, but hopefully that will now 

change due to the campaigning under-

taken by our own John Marshall of WCF 

Horticulture Ltd. 

When John heard that the Scottish Gov-

ernment planned to site 12 bronze 

plaques linking historic figures with 

buildings which were synonymous with 

their achievements he was immediately 

on the case to further the cause of 

recognition for Archibald Findlay. 

In the wake of the Irish Potato Famine, 

William Paterson of Seafield, Dundee 

sourced varieties from the far reaches of 

the world and cross pollinated them. 

One variety Victoria attracted the atten-

tion of Archibald Findlay, a publican/

potato raiser in the Markinch  area of 

Fife. Findlay always credited Paterson: “I 

did not have the good fortune to know 

William Paterson. But I will say this: his 

He was bankrupt and returned to Auch-

termuchty where he died in poverty. 

The legacy he left was enormous. His 

potato varieties fed the nation through-

out two world wars and saved precious 

ships on the Atlantic grain convoys 

which were subject to U boat attack. 

The Ministry of Food posters read: “This 

is the food fact we must never forget. 

Your bread costs ships. Eat home-grown 

potatoes instead!   

Majestic, his most successful variety had 

the lion’s share of the market for over 

60 years. It is not seen today on super-

market shelves, but is still grown by gar-

deners. The pedigree can be traced in 

most of today’s modern varieties Pent-

land Dell, Maris Piper, Maris Peer,  Roost-

er, Lady Clair  and so on. Even in the far 

off world of Inner Mongolia Majestic is 

grown for starch production to make 

potato noodles! 

Archibald Findlay: Pioneer Potato Breeder 

Charlie Greenslade 

BPTA Secretary 

The British Potato Trade Association (BPTA) was created 

from the merger of the National Association of Seed Pota-

to Merchants (NASPM) and the Scottish Potato Trade Asso-

ciation (SPTA) in July 2006. This union has resulted in an 

Association with the widest UK potato industry representa-

tion possible. 

The bulk of the tonnage of seed potatoes traded in Great 

Britain for both the home and export markets (between 

250,000 & 300,000 tonnes annually) is handled by the 120 

members of the new Association. This gives the Associa-

tion greater negotiating power on behalf of its members. 

The BPTA covers all aspects of potato production and 

sales, both at home and for the export trade.  

British Potato Trade Association 

12 Buckstone Hill 

Edinburgh 

EH10 6TH  

Phone: 0131 623 0183  Fax: 0131 623 5295 

E-mail: charlie.greenslade@bpta.org.uk  Website: www.bpta.org.uk 

Visit and like the BPTA on Facebook - www.facebook.com/pages/British-Potato-

Trade-Association/194306840598831 

The BPTA Office is open Mon-Thurs between the hours of 8.30am & 1.30pm 

The Newsletter of the British  
Potato Trade Association 
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Be Part of The Association 

Hello. I am Charlie Greenslade, Secretary of the British Potato Trade Association. If you have any questions about the 

Association or your membership then please do not hesitate to contact me at the times and address noted above.  
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