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5.5.P.D.C./

MINUTE of MEETING of COUNCIL of
the SCOTTISH POTATO TRADE
ASSOCTIATTON in the Wheel Inn Motor
Hotel, SCONE at 1l a.m. on Friday,
4th MARCH, 1988.

Messrs. W.P. Balfouwr, J.H., Barr, G.S5. Brass, D.H.
Lindsay, D. Maxwell, P. Miller, J. Logan Milne, J.R. McArthur,
J.0. Robertson, J.M. Swinton and A.S5. Whitehead, with R. David
Hunter (Secretary) and D. Blackmore (Assistant) in attendance.

The President, Mr. G.S5. Brass, took the Chair and
welcomed those present to the meeting.

Mr. Hunter intimated apologies for absence on behalf of
Messrs. J.E. Cook, J.P. Deuchar, T. McClung and K. McKenzie.

The Minute of Meeting of Council in Seone on 15th
January, 1988 (previously copled to each Member of Council)
was taken as read. It was duly approved and signed to this
effect by the Chairman.

(a) Membership and Subscriptions - Mr. Hunter referred to a

Press Notlice of Sequestration of the assets of a Member in
November, 1987, for which reason that Member's name had been
omitted from the Membership Rell for 1987-88. Council
ratified this step, which reduced the total Roll to 105
Members.

Mr. Hunter alsoc reported recelpt of the resignation of
Messrs. J. & J. Galloway, FKirknewton from Association
Membership, further reducing the total Roll to 104 Members.

No replies had been received to invitations to seek
Membership sent to Messrs. A. Gallacher & Sons, Girvan and
Messrs. Colin Gray, Perth.

The Potato Marketing Board had notifled applications for
Seed Merchant Licences by M.J. & J., McLaren (Farms) Ltd.,
Crieff and Fletcherfield Potatoes, Kirriemuir and for Seed and
Ware Merchant Licences by Messrs. Glenisla Potatoes,
Firriemuir. Mr. Hunter pointed out that the last two
applicants are already Assoclation Members and Council decided
to take no action in respect of the first application.

Mr. Blackmore reported Subscriptions responses from 62
Members to date (including 1 resignation and 14 between
tonnage bracket changes) whose Subscriptions totalled
£6,045,00, Without further resignations, tonnage-bracket
changes or non-payments, the subscriptions of the remaining 43
Members would total £4,110.00. Council instructed
Subscription reminders be sent to these Members with the next
Hews Letter.

(b) "Special Authority" - Mr. Hunter read out a teply letter

received from the P.M.B. Following Council's discussion, it
was agreed to write further to enquire as to the duration of a
Special Authority and the extent to which the holder is
subject to the Board's normal Merchant Licence disciplines.
It was felt such an applicant should be granted a Frovisional
Licence for a probationary peried to avoid any unfair
advantage a Special Authority may entail.

{c) Planting of unclassified Seed and ) It was agreed these
) matters be discussed
(d) Revision of Seed Standards } later in the meeting.
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In reply, Mr. Hunter reported that a copy of the Minutes
of the Scottish Seed Potato Development Council's meeting in
Edinburgh on 15th January, 1988 had not been recelved.
Council agreed the Association's President should speak to the
S.8.P.D.C. Chairman to report S.P.T.A. Council's concern in
this matter and to await developments before deciding if any
further action is necessary.

Council comsidered the problems connected with current
Season's exports of Desiree Seed. Lengthy discussion included
3.8.P.D.C."s role and activities in the matter and the
possibility of the problems' adverse publicity affecting the
Association and its Members. It was agreed clarification
should be sought. It was proposed that the P.M.B. should act
in respect of the over-supply of Desiree in N.E., Scotland but,
while the P.M.B. held that "trigger" mechanisms have not been
activated, Council felt the Association could not press this
proposal,

The Chairman reported on a meeting held in Edinburgh in
mid-February between Colin Mylchreest (Vice Guy McLauchlan)
(M.A.F.F.), Gordon Lyall (D.A.F.S.) and the Seed Support
Working Party. The official side had stated that the
proposals could not be referred back to the Treasury and would
only be furthered if funded by the P.M.B. alome. The Chairman
2lso explained the P.M.B.'s original parameters had included a
requirement that no extra Treasury funding should be required,
yet the Board's approach to M.A.F.F. now sought this. He also
pointed out that the original Scheme accepted by the Board
envisaged a maximum "worst possible Scenario" cost to Board
Funds of about £750,000.

The Chairman also stressed his extreme disappointment
that twe misconceptions of the proposed Scheme persist in
England, (first) that it is a purely Scottish Scheme (when, in
fact, it would apply to all U.K. seed of Elite class or
better, thus also covering the High Grade Areas in England)
and (second) that stocks would be supported under either the
existing ware scheme or the proposed seed scheme (when, in
fact, support would be under both schemes). Mr. Hunter alse
read out observations received from N.A.S.P.M. Council on the
proposed scheme. In course of further discussion, the
Chairman explained the P.M.B, is to discuss the scheme again
at the end of March and if it it not then agreed, it cannot he
implemented for Season 1988 and probably will not be
implemented for Season 1989 either, in view of the Review of
the Board's position due in 1990. He now felt unhopeful of a
successful outcome from the Board's end-March meeting.

In the P.M.B. Review context, Mr. Lindsay spoke to his
pre-circulated Reports on the British Potato Trades Consortium
and Joint Consultative Committee meetings he had attended in
London on lst February. Council felt that with renewal of
5.5.P.D.C. due in December, 1989 and a General Election not
later than 1992, it would be preferable to try to identify the
Association's views on the Board's future after 1990 before
the Board's own Paper i1s issued at Easter. Mr. Hunter
reported an approach he had already received from a Member.
It was decided a special meeting of Council devoted solely to
this matter be arranged to take place on Thursday, l7th
March,in readiness for which Mr. McArthur agreed to prepare a
Paper for discussion. It was also decided to invite all
Association Members to submit their own views in writing for
consideration at that meeting.

Enlarging further on the Consortium meeting, Mr. Lindsay
reported discussion of Ring Rot in West Germany had been
inconclusive and it had been announced that the 1988 Congress
of the European Union will take place in Holland. Mr. Hunter
also reported receipt of a Consortium Invoice for S.P.T.A.'s
13% share of Expenses and Subscription to the European Union,
together totalling £306.75. Council authorised payment of
this Invoice.
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Mr. Lindsay also explained he had been particularly
perturbed during the J.C.C. meeting by John Hoyle (English
N.F.U.)'s strongly negative attitude to the Seed Support
Proposals and his severe critieism of the poor quality of
Scottish seed. Despite his own "lone voice" response, Mr.
Lindsay's impression was that the Proposals will not be
introduced for Season 1988.

He also reported that following Unilever's purchase of
N.5.D.0,, a new company is to be launched on lst April, 1988
but details were not given. Mr. McArthur added a warning that
in the foreseeable future all new varieties will be privately
controlled,

From his notes of the day-long meeting of the Seed Potato
Consultative Panel in Edinburgh the previous day (3rd March,
1988), Mr. Blackmore briefly reported on the salient points.
The 1987 survey of potato virus V had indicated the problem
had been contained and the survey will not continue into 1988;
increased damage and blackleg infection after brushing had not
been proved in a College survey (advisory notes will be
1ssued); tests of a Japanese anti-blackleg systemic had shown
promise; improved computer capacity indicated D.A.F.S.' Crop
Register ean be published in early October each year
(8.8.P.D.C. is to discontinue its draft Register): a P.C.N.
Working Group has now been set up, with a wide remit; the
Inspectorate reported critical comment on roguing standards in
all areas and increasing mild mosaic had been recorded.

A& ban on the planting of unclassified seed in the
Protected Region, discussed at great length, was explained to
be essential to legalise and maintain the High Grade Seed
Area. Complex negotiations are in progress (part of the
single E.E.C. market by 1992 negotiations). D.A.F.5. will
report further in due course. Revision of tolerances
discussions were deferred in light of forthcoming sensitive
Seed Support negotiations (a further Panel meeting is possible
thereafter). A sealable net liner was proposed for l-tonne
boxes which, with N.F.S.U./S.P.T.A. acceptance, could be
operative in 1988. Inspectorate visits to England are to
resume at the end of the current month.

(a) Exports to Saudi Arabia - Mr. Hunter read out an enquiry

letter from M.A.F.F, which Council agreed did not require
5.P.T.A., action.

(b) Entertainments Committee - Mr. Miller sought Council's

comments on the annual Dinner and Dance. It was agreed the
Committee will meet in the Secretary's Office at 12 Noon on
Friday, 11th March, 1988 to discuss the Dinner Dance and to
arrange the 1988 Golf Outing.

{c) Date of next meeting - The special meeting of Council
referred to above was confirmed to be held in Scone.

The meeting closed with a Vote of Thanks to the Chair.
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