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REPORT N IEETING between the HATIONAL
FARMERS THICH OF SCOTLAND and the
; : HO TRATE ADSOCTATTON held
at 17, Grogvenor Crescont, RIINBURGI at
Jp.m. on MONTAY, Sth ATGUST, 1977

N.F.U.5~Wesora, J, Barclay Forrest (Chairman) W. Y. Smith and R, T.
Sandilands.
S.P.T. 8- Mesers, T. Barr, J. G. H, Penton and J. Henderson, Senta,

with D. Blaclkmore in atiendonce.

lr. Forrest welcomed those preaent at the meeting, arranged at the
insftance of the 5.P.T.A. for informal discusgion of Certificatieon
wcheme matters prior to an cxpecied early mecting of the Seed
Potato Working Party in September,

(n behalf of the Asgociation lir. Barr explained the mecting had
beon gought with a view to obviating possible differences before
the Working Party meeting. He recounted the Assoeciantion's
cmergency meeting with the Department on 26th July and the view
that the Departmentts provizional inspection statinties and
conclusions were suspect ond would not be truly indieative of the
final outcome. The Trade was very concerned at the high percentage
of no-grade rerults (which included even ¥V.7.5.C. crops) and Mr.
Barr wondered where Seols growers siere to obiain good ssed for thelr
cm 1978 plantings. He referred to the fact that, in resliiy,
Geottish peed is either basic or uncertified whereas Dmtch
produoction congists of bazic seed and three or four other cerfified
gradez. In the event that a ban en the sale of uncertified seed is
to be introduced; the Tmich will enjoy an unfair advantage in the
English Market which, in turn, must adversely affect cosis factlors

within the Scotiish seed industrys He pointed oot that in the

[in]

procent aphid sifvation it ig virtually impossible to produce anyr
truly reliable certified seed in Jceotland and in his view the whole
certifiention scheme iz now 2 shambles,

lir. Barr ecxplained thal the fsooociction is against any relsxation
of sisndards deown fo AL1 Jevel - indeed they are anxiously secking
means to improve the yuality of V.T.5.C. and F31 [prades. At the
game bime the Lfasoeiation is ealling for provision of an cutlet for
the hest of vhat g presently uncertified seed, much of which is
already betier than lower grade ccrtified Tutch Sced. The Trade
view is that this can be achieved either by introducing say a B

and a € grade (for planting outwith Scotland only:'l, or by relax-
ation of the tolerances for AL srade {'::‘rs_i.c:}s ig already baimed {rom
planting in Seotland) and he ealled for Union support for theze
viows.

In reply Mr. Forrest folt the Union was not against what had been

gaid but would insist on maintaining standards, The Union would

not like/



lilke any relaxstion of AL zrade tolerances but fully understood

the reasons and would not apeak against the matter in the Working
Party. He felt the recently disclosed statement that 50-55 thousand
tonnes of uncertified Scotch seed went to England last year was most
revealing and he alse explained that the "Farmers weelkly” had
telephoned him today to discuss o case where Ministry inspectors had
confirmed 65% loaf roll infection in an English crop being grown
from Certified Scotech Seed.

Mr. Sandilands sugpested the meeting might consider how a press
release of its aim® would be received apainst simyltanecns release
of the English case mentioned. So far as those aims were concerned
he felt any approach to the Dcpartmént must come after answers io
the following points can be provided:

(i) re 65% leaf roll — are the Tmtch to regard this as a gift and if
so, What propossls can be made to counter it; (ii) in respect that
the P,ILB."s position is changing what degree of decline in the
English ware growing industry is to be cxpected and (iii) how to
avoid creating an elitist, but much diminished Scotch seed producing
industry.

ir. Barr regretted that today's £5% leaf roll case will probably
receive the usual disproportionate publicity that atiends such
igsolated instances, while the many cases of good ware crops grown
from uncertified secd pass unpublicised. Mr. Henderson also pointed
out that while a farmer is free to market his sub-standard cattle

it iz patently unfair he should be forbidden to sell sub=-standard
seed potatoes, MNr. Forrest took this point and inguired how much
more seed would have been certified last year had the leafl roll
tolerance been, say 1%. MNr. Barr replied that only the Department's
own statistics could provide an answer and these were now to be
regarded as none too reliable. He also explained the Asscelation's
views on the withdrawal of coneessionary re-ingpections which Mr,
Smith recalled had been indicated at the last Vorking Party meeting,
but which lfr. Barr further explained had not been so, since subs-
equent correspondance from Ir. Teodd had staled that statistical
support for a decision had not been available at that time.

ir. Forrest next asked for the fizsociation's proposals to improve the
highest grades under the Inspection Scheme. IMr. Barr did not know
but zeught the meeting's thoughts in the matter adding that, although
not scientifically founded, he wondered whether netural immmity to
discaces was perhaps being bred out of the highest stocks. He cited
reports that severe mosaic was minimal where some mild mosaic was
present and his own and others experience this year with cowm-
retained seed crops achievins certification while bought-in V.T.5.C.
and F31 seed crops have been nen-certified. 1ir, Henderson also
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pointed out that certnin varieties, notably "Heocord! and "Biper", are
mere cusceptible to lewl-roll.

Mr. Forrest also sought the rocgeisntion's views on & burning down
programne. Ir. Barr replied that climatic and peographic consider-
ationg are felt to preclude a cuccessful scheme, lr. Henderson adding
that today's varieties renerally mature 1ater than those of mamy jrears
ago, S0 that predetermined burning down dates could seriously alTect
crop yieldz. He also pointed out that the lower incidence of
dewngrading in Aberdeenshire and the north was probably due o the
crops there being less mature when inspected than those in southern
counties of Scotlund.

e, Fenton returned to the guestion of the lower grades to ask where
Seottish ware growers would get their seed until lower-grade.
standards can be re-maintained. This led on to discussion of
improvement of higher grades when a sugpestion that a third
inapection of V.T.5.C. and Fo1 immediztely prior to burming down, to
provide a starred cortificate for ecrops still within tolerance (bub
without withdrawal of certifiecate for any failing third inspection)
met with umanimouns arreementa

1r. Sandilands next suspested that the potate industry should provide
iiself with o paid imrestigator to look into the worst complaints
(i.e. a57 leaf-roll)} and lir. Torrest agreed, the other representatives

concurring that the sugpestion should be considered.

The Meeting then closed with a vote of thanks to the Chair.

Note:

Turing the following informal conversation Iir. Forrest explained that
noii the draft Plant Rovalty Buredu agrecment was now available, a
further meeting of the .5.D.C. working porty on exports was now
being arvranged. He also stated that the Seed promotion paper wWas
almos: ready and a furcher neeting of that working party is
provistinmﬁly rixed for lenday, 19th Goptember. Finally it was
agreed thot the Lasocistion would ask the Tepartment for 2

hreakdown of Inspection qtatintics to show Q.17 gradations of all
downgradings for leaf roll between 0.257% end 1% (i.es 0.3 0.4%. ete.
up to 0.9%).



