
Retail trading figures issued by the
Potato Council leads us to believe 
that consumption is down 7% 
across the board, with retail prices 
holding at last year’s levels when 
the UK market was short of 
approximately 1.4m tonnes of
potatoes. With no significant 
promotional activity going on, the 
demand is flat and prices are 
averaging £153/t for contracted 
material, and £140 for best quality 
free buy. Indications are that 
pre-packers continue to move 
contracted material, as are the 
processors, with little overall interest
in free buy. 

By early March the weather had
begun to improve for the sodden
south west, and had started to dry 
out in readiness for planting, 
albeit 3 weeks late. Over in the
east conditions were dry, and in 
the far north sand was drifting in on
the roads and lanes.   

The combination of slow demand
for ware and processing material, 
coupled with poor, variable and  
generally mild weather is all 
contributing to a season with 
sluggish enquiries for seed. 

In October last year when we met  
with the Pool Committee, we were 
85% sold on paper. That figure  
had changed little by the time we 
met again on 28th February with  
all merchants calling the season 
one of the quietest in collective
memory. 

We continue to work hard to 
pursue all avenues with a view to 
clearing remaining stock balances
as best we can. 

Looking ahead we have a number
of events/trials planned for this
season. We will have a presence
at the Royal Highland Show again
this year, as well as PIP, in addition
to which we will be inviting you to
a PCN field trial in East Lothian and
a variety observation trial courtesy 
of Lour Farms. The dates for these
events will be confirmed after 
planting, but are planned for early
August. 
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Photo: Agrico’s Steven Muir (left) and Mark 
Oughtred exhibiting Agrico potatoes,
including the varieties Gourmandine and 
Athlete

Agrico recently exhibited their 
range of exciting potato varieties 
at The Scottish Parliament in 
Edinburgh as part of an exclusive 
event to mark the joint centenary 
of the Scottish Food and Drink 
Federation (SFDF) and the 
University of Aberdeen Rowett 
Institute of Nutrition and Health.
 
The theme of the event was 
‘Research, innovation and skills:
100 years of food and drink in
Scotland’ and was well attended
by delegates from the Scottish 
Government, food industries and 
academic establishments.

Agrico at The  
Scottish Parliament

Earlier this year Agrico exhibited at one
of the biggest agricultural events in the
country. The LAMMA show, held at the
Peterborough Showground was a new
venture for Agrico who were sharing a
stand with seed specialists Nickerson
Direct. Located in Hall 7, the stand 
attracted a steady stream of visitors of 
both familiar and unfamilar faces and
proved to be very well attended.
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Agrico’s Marketing Manager & Variety Ambassador Mark Oughtred
was recently presented with The Tom Dixon Memorial Trophy for the 
best student at the British Potato Trade Association’s (BPTA) seed 
potato training course. The presentation took place at the BPTA 
dinner and dance at the Woodlands Hotel, Broughty Ferry. Many of
the Agrico team were present, including BPTA Vice President Russ 
Kelsey who will be organising this years dinner and dance event.

Top BPTA Award for Best StudentDATES  
FOR YOUR DIARY 2014

Tattie Tastic in its Third Year
After the success of the previous two years, the Tattie 
Tastic project returns with Agrico hosting the pupils of 
Glamis and Eassie Primary Schools. Joining the  
business for a series of interactive lessons, this years 
learning program includes planting the varieties 
Manitou and Athlete whilst at Agrico; Carolus and 
Marfona at school; and Picasso at home - giving 
them the maximum experience in growing crops.

This year’s experiments include suspending potatoes 
on cocktail sticks above jam jars filled with water to 
see how the root systems develop in the jar, and how 
the plant subsequently begins to germinate and grow. 
The children will also be using web cams as adapted 
microscopes to look more closely at potato  
pathogens on their computer screens.

Agrico have organised two visits - The first is to 
the ‘TLC Potatoes’ facility, who are certified
mini tuber producers. The second is to local 
crisping company ‘Mackies Crisps’ 
to give the children another 
dimension of the potato 
industry.

Below: BPTA President Andrew Skea of Skea Organics Ltd (left) making the  
presentation to Mark Oughtred

Royal Highland Show  
Thursday 19th - Sunday 22nd June
Ingliston, Edinburgh, EH28 8NB 
Agrico stand: Avenue H  
(same location as in 2013)

East Midlands Potato Day 
Wednesday 2nd July  
(9am - 4pm)
Manor Farm, Holbeach Hurn, 
South Lincolnshire, PE12 8LW 
         
Rising to the Challenges Conference
Wednesday 16th & Thursday 17th July 
(9am - 5pm)
Sophi Taylor building, NIAB Park Farm, Villa 
Road, Impington, 
Cambridge, CB24 9NZ

Growing Sustainable Ecosystem  
Services Around Farming
Friday 18th July 
(10am - 4pm)
Sophi Taylor building, NIAB Park Farm, Villa 
Road, Impington  
Cambridge, CB24 9NZ

 Wholecrop Marketing Open Day
 Thursday 31st July  
 (7:30am - 1pm) 
 Low Grange Farm, Shiptonthorpe,  
 East  Yorkshire, YO43 3PZ
 Agrico exhibiting in trial plots

Potatoes in Practice 
Thursday 7th August  
(8:30am - 5:30pm)
Balruddery Farm, Near Dundee.
Agrico stand located in field trial plots

Agrico Scottish Variety Show 
Early August  (Further details to follow) 
West Caldhame, Near Forfar
courtesy of Lour Farms

Bioselect UK Potato Variety Demo Day 
Tuesday 12th August
10am - 2pm 
Ashburton, Devon (further details to follow)
courtesy of Andrew Hayllor

Agrico Scottish PCN Pallida Trial Day 
Third week in Aug - third week in Sept 
(Further details to follow) 
East Lothian
courtesy of Luffness Mains

Agrimarc Open Day 
Wednesday 10th September
Hope Farm, Mill Drove, Southery,  
Downham Market, Norfolk, PE38 0PJ

Agrico Variety Open Day 
Thursday 11th September
10am - 4pm
Hundreds Farm, Crowland,  
near Peterborough, PE6 0LG
courtesy of Crowland Fresh Produce Ltd

Agrico PCN Pallida Demonstration Event 
September (Date tbc) 
Crowland, Near Peterborough

Agrico Variety & Seedling Show 
Thursday 6th & Friday 7th November 
Agrico Research, Bant,  
The Netherlands

Agrico have an exciting calendar of 

events this year, so come along and 

visit us. We will be exhibiting at the 

following:



Focus on: 

Volare. 
Volare is an early maincrop fresh table variety with a bright yellow skin and cream coloured flesh. Tubers are
oval round, large, very regular in shape and have shallow eyes. Tuber numbers are moderate, grading 
regular and the yield is high with a big baker fraction. The cooking texture is firm whilst dry matter content is
quite low. Volare grows on most soil types, although it is a little susceptible to common scab. The variety has
been gaining popularity in the UK due to its high yields and clean skin finish, making it very suitable for 
packing. Volare will be commercial available in limited quantities for the 2014/15 season. 

Potato varieties are at the core of our business, and in this edition of Between the
Dreels we take you to Agrico Research to meet Richard Mooijweer, who is one
of the three breeders for Agrico. Richard is responsible for the first to the fifth year 
seedlings, and has recently been appointed Product Manager for Agrico UK.

We asked Richard a few questions…

How long have you been breeding potatoes for?
I have been breeding potatoes for 8 years, but I started working at Agrico Research 26 years ago.

What do you enjoy most about your job?
Breeding new varieties for every aspect of the potato industry whilst meeting people from all over the world. 
Each country/market is different, and my role involves discussing the most suitable variety choices for the 
purpose.

What will your role as Product Manager for Agrico UK involve?
I will help to introduce new seedlings/varieties and provide technical backup to support Agrico UK’s  
marketing efforts in successfully establishing varieties.

What potato attributes are potato breeders looking for at the moment?
Resistances to PCN (Pallida), Late Blight, Blackleg, Powdery Scab and taste - but of course, yield, shape and 
quality also.

Any new potato varieties coming through the breeding program that would be well suited to the UK market?
AR 04-3799 (crisping variety with PCN Pallida resistance); Flair (table); Champion & Volare (baker and table); 
Carolus (Late blight resistant, table and chipping); SW 05-1431 and PK 06-0013 (both bakers).

PCN Pallida is a big problem in the UK. Are there any resistant varieties you would like to mention?
Yes: Performer, Arsenal, AR 04-3799 and Trophy (KO 04-1945). The latter being a white skinned table variety.

What’s your favourite potato and why?
Rosagold, because of its magnificent taste and perfect to slice and bake the left-overs.

What do you like to do when you’re not breeding potatoes?
Read (English thrillers), go for walks or bike rides with my wife, and spend time with her and our two 
daughters (aged 25 and 22) and their boyfriends.

Richard Mooijweer
r.mooijweer@agrico.nl

Meet Agrico’s 

     Richard Mooijweer



20th June 1933 – 19th March 2014

Having successfully completed his
Knowledge Transfer Partnership,
Steven Muir is now working on a
PhD at Abertay University, Dundee, 
in collaboration with Agrico. He is 
looking to apply sensory and
consumer science to inform 
decision making in potato 
breeding programmes. The aim
is to develop a comprehensive 
understanding of the drivers 
underpinning consumers potato 
preferences, and how these link
to the sensory characteristics 
of selected potato varieties.  This 
will hopefully lead onto the 
development and testing of a 
predictive model to inform how
new (and existing) potato breeds
will map to sensory and consumer
space based on physiochemical
characteristics. Steven will 
evaluate key Agrico table 
varieties to determine objectively 
their ‘taste’ attributes and how 
much these are liked. There will be
a lot of potato eating ahead!

p
y

Castleton of Eassie, Forfar, Angus, DD8 1SJ 
Call: 01307 840 551 
Email: potatoes@agrico.co.uk
www.agrico.co.uk
     @agrico_uk

 PhD for  
  Steven

Scottish PCN 
Pallida Trials

Agrico will be 
hosting their first 
Scottish PCN Pallida 
Trial Day later this year in East Lothian,
courtesy of Luffness Mains (further
details to follow)
In conjunction with Scottish Agronomy
Ltd and ‘Science & Advice for 
Scottish Agriculture’ (SASA), Agrico will 
be planting PCN (Globodera Pallida) 
resistant potato varieties Performer and
Arsenal, as a collaborative experiment 
to help clean infested land in Scotland. 
The damage caused by potato cyst 
nematodes (PCN) can range from
slight yield loss and restricted growth, 
up to crop failure. Until now the choice
of varieties with true resistance has
               been limited, but that is about 
                    to change.

Performer 

It is with sadness that we report the death of John McGregor 
of ‘T McGregor & Sons’, one of our long established and 
trusted seed potato growers. With a family ancestry dating
back to the early 1700’s of farming in Perthshire, John was
a through and through grower. However, besides farming,
he had been an Elder of the church at Kinclaven for over 40
years, and also worked at the local Police Force for 27 years,
reaching the rank of Special Sergeant. John is survived by 
his brother Tommy and sons John Jnr and Tommy, and 
daughters Christine and Catherine. John Jnr who is the 
youngest son, has stayed on in the business to continue the 
family tradition.

A True Potato   
   Fanatic
Meet self-confessed tattie guru Roderick 
MacIver alias ‘Roto’, a former highland 
soldier turned fisherman.

Roto lives in the crofting community of 
Cove in Wester Ross (situated on the same 
latitude as Labrador to the west, and 
St. Petersburgh to the east). Roto has become 
something of a legend when it comes to growing and enjoying potatoes. 
In fact, pretty much the only thing Roto chooses to eat are potatoes, 
although it was rumoured that he was seen to eat a slice of ham some 
years ago.

As you can see from the accompanying photo, he takes the business of 
“growing your own” quite seriously, with his staircase proving to be the 
ideal location for chitting his potatoes. Seemingly he never bores of his 
diet which is all the more believable when you consider he personally 
grows more than 25 varieties most years.

           Crofting is in Roto’s DNA, and fishing is in his  
      blood, so you might think that the combination  
             would produce a winning combination. But 
         when it comes to fish or shellfish, Roto prefers to 

      stick to potatoes - Catch them he does, but eat  
                        them he does not. Happily for him, he is   
         undaunted by his restricted diet, having bags of  

       energy for coping with the vagaries of west   
    highland weather, both on land and sea. His only 

concession to modern ways of working being a 15hp
           outboard and a rotovator to help turn over the 

ground on the croft.

When it comes to choosing his favourite variety, he is less than clear as his
seasoned pallet finds it difficult to pick a winner between traditional 
varieties and newer higher yielding types.

Tribute to John McGregor


