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Date: 23 December 2013

  

Dear Sir/Madam 

 
RETAIL SALES OF SEED POTATOES  
 
This letter is a reminder to retailers, growers, and packers who produce and market seed 
potatoes for retail trade end users, i.e. allotment holders, hobby growers and gardeners, about 
the legislative requirements of both the Seed Potatoes (England) Regulations 2006 and the 
Plant Health (England) Order 2005, as amended.  
 
In terms of the seed potato legislative provisions, retail sales of seed potatoes are stipulated 
as being of a quantity of less than 50 kg. Derogations for these sales exist for the labelling, 
sealing of packages and the particulars of the sale that must be provided. In terms of plant 
health interests and to help safeguard and protect the commercial production of UK seed 
potato crops from potentially devastating diseases, you should only market seed potatoes 
sourced from healthy crops, certified under an official Seed Potato Certification Scheme, such 
as those administered by the UK Plant Health Authorities. One way of ensuring the health of 
crops is to buy Safe Haven seed potatoes (a Potato Council sponsored quality assurance 
scheme) which have been grown, packed and handled in Great Britain.  
 
The Potato Council have highlighted the retail sector of the seed potato trade on their website 
and an on-going campaign targeted at gardeners and allotment holders etc. which aims to 
alert such growers to the potential pitfalls of not sourcing their seed potato tubers from 
reputable UK sources.  
 
We have also sent a letter to organisations with links to amateur growers and gardeners to 

highlight the importance of buying high quality seed potatoes and to the Potato Council’s 

awareness campaign.  

 

Further information about Defra’s Seed Potato Certification Scheme, which is operated by 
Fera, is available at http://www.fera.defra.gov.uk/plants/plantHealth/spcs.cfm 
 
Further information about the Potato Council’s Safe Haven scheme is available on the Potato 
Council’s website at  
http://www.potato.org.uk/growing/plant-health/safe-haven  
 
 

http://www.fera.defra.gov.uk/plants/plantHealth/spcs.cfm


 

 

For further information on the Potato Council’s campaign go to  
http://www.potato.org.uk/growing/gardeners-guidance 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 
 
Assistant Chief Plant Health Officer 
Defra, Sand Hutton, York YO41 1LZ 
 


